
CONSERVATION STUDY FORUM

Mission

Our mission is to work with others to ensure a continuing high level of conservation for Northern Arizona’s exceptional natural, cultural, and historic resources. 

Vision

We believe the natural, cultural and historical resources are important components of the quality of life that we have come to expect and that we hope for our neighbors and ourselves. Our intent is to assist in the conservation of the existing high-resource value areas already under public ownership and to encourage linkages and the protection of exceptional areas not yet protected. We value a collaborative effort of volunteers, groups, private entities, and agencies that includes involvement in planning, decisions, conservation and management. 

About Us

Beginning in 1998, a group of local scientists and knowledgeable citizens acting as individuals responded to the call for public input on resources for the 1998 Flagstaff Area Open Spaces & Greenways Plan, the 2001 Flagstaff Area Regional Land Use and Transportation Plan and the 2003 Coconino County Comprehensive Plan. This group came to be known as the Expert Forum with most of our members having acquired expertise in resource management through their employment and have a number of years of work in the area to their credit. Other members, who have joined over the years, offer knowledge gained through public service on boards and involvement in planning and management. Pooling their expertise, they volunteered to identify and map areas of natural, historic, and cultural significance. Following review by city staff and further public comment, planning staff incorporated much of the Forum’s information into the original Flagstaff Area Regional Plan process. When the current planning process began to revise the 2001 Regional Plan, the Forum was revived to make contributions to the planning process by providing time and expertise to review and suggest comments on draft contents and to participate in community design workshops that have resulted in preliminary land use and transportation maps.

Throughout each plan process, the Expert Forum, now known as the Conservation Study Forum (CSF), has worked in cooperation and collaboration with Coconino County, The City of Flagstaff, Arizona Game & Fish Department and Habitat Harmony, Inc., a local conservation non-profit. Additionally, members of the CSF reach out to others in the region including staff from Northern Arizona University, The Museum of Northern Arizona, the Coconino National Forest, Arizona State Land Department, Camp Navajo, U. S. Naval Observatory and others to develop a comprehensive body of scientific information relative to the various planning efforts.  

Goals

 1. To Inform the Local Plans with Current Scientific Consensus on Natural, Cultural and Historic Resources

We are actively participating in City and County planning efforts focusing on providing technical expertise to inform the crafting and implementation of the Regional Plan. We expect to become involved in other planning efforts as needed to accomplish goals 2 and 3.  The primary focus of the CSF is to ensure that plans are informed by current scientific information, and that local natural, cultural and historic resources are brought into plans, appropriately described, and considered within the planning processes.

2.  To Contribute Scientific Information for the On-line Resource Inventory of the Flagstaff Area
The CSF is collaborating with Bread for the Journey of Flagstaff, Habitat Harmony, Inc., and Northern Arizona University's Geospatial Research and Information Laboratory (GRAIL) to develop The Resource Inventory of the Flagstaff Area (RIFA). The RIFA is an online database of maps and scientific information that describes and locates natural and cultural resources that merit conservation in our area.
3. To Support Conservation of Exceptional Natural, Cultural and Historical Sites 

We actively support the City and County Open Space programs and land management agencies in conserving exceptional natural, cultural, historic and recreational sites. We will pursue opportunities to work with land management agencies and landowners to identify and conserve exceptional natural, cultural, and historic sites on their land. We will support the well thought out development of a system of sites across the various land ownerships as a benefit to residents and visitors giving the public appropriate access to these resources while protecting resources and private property rights. 

Scope

Our initial efforts have focused on the area around Flagstaff covered by the Regional Plan (FMPO Boundary). We would like to expand our scope to include all of Coconino County in conjunction with County planning efforts. Eventually, we could conceive of covering a broader area of Northern Arizona but we are not prepared to take on that workload now.

Conservation Study Group Participants

Participants are representing themselves and not the organizations where they gained their experience except for those who are agency liaisons. 

	Name
	Area of Expertise
	Affiliation

	Richard Miller
	Planning & Habitat Management
	AZ Game & Fish Wildlife Biologist (retired)

	Susan Lamb Bean
	Project Manager, The Resource Inventory of the Flagstaff Area
	Naturalist Writer, Citizens Advisory Committee to the Regional Plan

	Tish Bogan-Ozmun
	Organizational Manager, Conservation Study Forum
	Flagstaff Real Estate Broker (retired)

	Erika Nowak
	Herpetology
	Colorado Plateau Research Station

	Barbara Phillips
	Botany
	U.S. Forest Service

	Bruce Higgins
	Planning, Modeling & Forestry
	U.S. Forest Service (retired), Consultant

	Hiram (Doc) Smith
	Forestry & Fire Management
	Ecological Restoration Institute NAU

	Zack Zdinak
	Graphic Artist & Naturalist
	President, Northern AZ Chapter Audubon Society

	Roberta Fitzgibbon
	Entomology
	U.S. Forest Service (retired)

	Sat Best
	Process Advising
	Coconino County Planning & Zoning Commission

	Emily Nelson
	Wildlife Biology
	Project Director, Grand Canyon Wolf Recovery 

	Nathan Renn
	Forestry & GIS 
	NAU graduate student

	David Wilcox
	Archaeology
	Museum of N. AZ (retired)

	Gwen Waring
	Ecological Botanist
	Writer, Teacher, Artist

	Larry Stevens
	Ecology
	Curator of Ecology MNA, Senior Ecologist Grand Canyon Wildlands Council

	Peter Pilles
	Archaeology
	Coconino National Forest

	Susan Olberding
	Flagstaff History
	Fort Valley Experimental Station

	Nat White
	Astronomy
	Lowell Observatory (retired), CAC

	Paul Jones
	Planner
	City of Flagstaff Planner (retired), NAU faculty

	Bill Towler
	Planner
	Coconino County Community Development Director (retired)

	Marc Murison
	Astronomy
	U.S. Naval Observatory, Flagstaff, AZ



	Brian Geils
	Forest Health and Ecology
	U. S. Forest Service, retired; Arboretum

	Mark Ogonowski
	Wildlife Biology & Urban Planning
	Agency Liaison, AZ Game & Fish Dept.

	Jeanne Trupiano
	Open Space Planning & Acquisition
	Agency Liaison, Coconino County Parks & Recreation

	Bob Caravona
	Long Range Planning
	Agency Liaison, City of Flagstaff Comprehensive Planning Manager

	Kimberly Sharp
	Community Planning
	Agency Liaison, City of Flagstaff Neighborhood Planner

	John Aber
	Community Planning
	Agency Liaison, Coconino County Community Development
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